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Love-Mongers, or Match-makers. 



[April. 



TimCj anil the patience of the 
reader wouUl fail, should I describe 
the occasions op which such strokes 
of pleasantry may be elegantly em- 
ployed, I shall close this part of my 
admonitory retnarks, with a few 
more common-place phrases. The 
reader's good sense will easily dic- 
tate their proper application. 

Thank you, good sir, I owe you 
one. — Tliat's your sort.— I bes; you 
Kiay'nt mention it. — / sent him off with 
a flea in his ear. — The devil ynu 
leould. — Too much cooking spoils the 
hroth. — As ugly as sin — As rich as a 
Jew. — As poor as poverty — J/e'« as 
great a rogue as ever ran over a hill. — 
You're only letting on. — He's as mnd 
as a March-hare. — Wfix, I will. — 
J u-nuld rather the dogs had it. — But- 
cher's dogs do'nt eat black-puddings, 
S)C. Sj-c, 

Now that I think of it, many very 
plcasatit and elegant allusions may 
be borrowed from Cervantes. The 
comical stjuire of the knight of the 
woeful figure is extremely prolific 
in appropriate proverbs for all occa- 
sions He has often even a rhetori- 
cal diabetes in this way ; and is 
therefore well worthy of imitation, 
by all who would attain superior ex- 
cellence in communicating their sen- 
tinients. I forbear mentioning any 
of the fashionable Oaths, lest my 
more scrupulous readers should be 
alarmed. But what man of sense 
will stick at nice distinctions in re- 
ligion, when he may shine as a 
bravo or blood of the first order! 
Oaths judiciously selected, and pro- 
nounced with spirit, give fire to 
conversation. They are an elegant 
set ofF to every assertion, whether 
true or false. The gentlemen of the 
army, " full of strange paths," have 
helped iis greatly in this depart- 
ment. We aie much indebted to 
their ingenuity and imiustry for the 
improveuient of our swearing voca- 
bulary. Surely the time will come 



when we shall have such embellish- 
ments of speech digested into sys- 
tem, and taught at schools and col- 
leges. The mechanical method in • 
troduced by Mr. Lancaster is very 
favourable for this accomplishment. 
But, nnfortunatelj^ it is altogether 
disallowed in his schools. Will no 
liberal man attempt a reform ! Will 
no one help us to swear by word of 
command? 

A. Z. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



AMONGST all the divers des- 
•^^ criptiuns of incendiaries, for I 
may well use the word here, one 
species whose malign and danger- 
ous breath is chiefly directed a- 
gainstthe unviary youth of both sex- 
es, has not in my opinion been sof- 
ficiently pointed out, by any ' of 
those writers who profess themselves 
the guardians of youth : I mean the 
Love Mongers or Match Makers, or 
whatever other appellation they 
may have; indeed, although they 
.seem to be well known, and are often 
alluded to by moral philosophers, j-et 
1 hav« never met with a full account 
of the characteristic features of this 
species, by which they may be at 
once distinguished and discovered 
from all the numerous family of its 
genus, the busy body, to which 
it belongs. Nor do 1 mean to attempt 
the task , leaving it for abler hands, 
hoping that something may be done 
to prevent our sex in» future from 
falling into the snares from which I 
have been with such difficulty ex- 
tricated, not however, without much 
previous suffering. 

I left school at sixteen years of age, 
and at once assumed the manners of a 
woman. Although I was not naturally 
of a very contidtnt disposition, yet I 
was not allowed to suffer in my own 
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Sketch of a Ramble in 1810. 
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estimation by the very, very kind care 
ot'a lady in tiie town in which I reside, 
whose iusinuatiiig manners soon look 
fast hold on all my inclinations and af- 
fections : at first her flattery was very 
carefully -administered.soasto aecom- 
inodaie itself to my delicate mind ; by 
degrees I could bear to hear, yes, and 
1 blush to write it, 1 could swailhw the 
most gross and undisguised draughts of 
adulaiion ; until my taste became 
vitiated, and roy appetite ravenous 
for such food. 

In the course of the winter, I was 
several times persuaded by ray par- 
ticular friend, that this or that young 
wenilemaawho mirfht happen to be 
civil to me, was certainly in love 
with me, and I found it easy, to^per- 
saade myself, at least with the assis- 
tance of my friend's inuendos, winks, 
echoed sighs, and why so sads, that 
my heart also was aflected, or infected 
with the sweet poison ; that pleasing 
pain, happy contagion, &c. &c. 

Mr. — arrived in our town ; he was 
a man wiihoutmuch employment,and 
had stud led the art of pleasing in com- 
pany, and his attention, I considered, 
as particularly directed towards me, 
and that with moredevotion than I had 
hitherto ex|:erienced. So blinded 
wasl by my friend, that, 1 could not 
see that his civilities were extended 
as nioch to every person ha happen- 
ed to meet. In short, being really 
of a very susceptible cast \ fell in 
love beyond redemption ; and now 
my demon friend became doubly 
diligent, and her conversation wrought 
such an eftecl upon my imagination 
that 1 was seiised in right good 
earnest by afever; all my neighbours 
callad to see me in my illness except 
Mr. , who happened to go. on 

a shooting party only a lew miles 
oif ; I knew he had heard of my 
illne,ss, and I began to suspect the iu<- 
tbi<mation ofray/h'enrf. i recovered 
gradually, and with my health my 
reasoning powersseeraed to strength- 



en ; solitude produced reflection ; 
and my I'yes were completely opened, 
when being able to conie down 

stairs, Mr. paid me a morning 

visit, behaving precisely as he had 
always done, and with the same ease 
and openness as usual ; in the course 
of his visit, he informed me, he was 
to be married in a few daiys to a young 
lady in the neighbourhood. — I heard 
the news without the slightest shock; 
but calmly musing on my past extra- 
vagance, and on the imminent danger 
in which my life and [jeace of mind 
were placed, 1 determined upon giv- 
ing publicity to my case : happy 
if what I now write produce a just 
horror and dread of the spells of 
the Love-monger. 

Lyuia Henrietta F. Simple. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazi'.e. 

RAMBLE IN 1810. 

Continued from No. 44, fage 183, 

' I "HE beauty of the day was not a 
•*• little heightened by the numerous 
yonng females passing ; many of whom 
were genteelly dressed, and all neat, 
presenting a much greater display of 
fashion than, we could have expected 
in a district so remote. Doubtless 
many of them were, in the common 
phrase « at the bottom of their trunk," 
and to use the words of Bloomiield, 



-" innocently tried. 



With hat of airy shape, and ribbons gay. 
Love to inspire ; and «tand in Hymen's 
way," 

Indeed Sunday in country villages, 
is with the exception of an occasional 
fair, the chief exhibition of dress and 
fashion ; and the time that new gowns, 
bonnets, &c, usually, make their first 
appearance abroad ; for besides the 
pleasure of letting them be seen, which 
is no trifling consideration, it is ac- 
counted somey, to appear at public 



